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How to Hug a Child in Need:  
Volunteering for WSP of Texas  

 

The world is hugged  
by the faithful arms of 

volunteers.   
~Everett Mámor  

       
 If you volunteer for 
WSP, you will never meet 
the children you ñhugò 
through the program, but that doesnôt 
make the experience any less meaningful.  When 
a child hears an absent motherôs voice because 

 

(continued on page 7ðHug a Child ) 

A Village of WSP Volunteers  
 

 We all know it takes a 
village to raise a child; 
likewise, it takes a village 
of volunteers to support 
WSP!  A variety of volun-
teer positions keep every-
thing running smoothly. 
With the rapid expansion 
of the program, we will 

soon need more volunteers in several of the posi-
tions described in this article.  

 COORDINATOR:  This critical position falls  
(continued on page 3ðVillage ) 

 

A Note from your Coordinator  

 

 Womenôs Storybook Project of Texas has become so vibrant in the past year! I 
wanted to share with you some of the things that were accomplished from Sep-
tember 2006 to June 2007.  
¶ 1,045 books and tapes were mailed to children in Texas and around the 

country  
¶ Volunteers filled 154 places for the trips to Gatesville during those months 
¶ Hilltop Unit in Gatesville re -started the program 
¶ Discussions began with the warden in Dayton, Texas, for the introduction of WSP at the Plane 

State Jail 
¶ Committee Chairs were established 
¶ Three Austin Barnes and Noble Bookstores sponsored WSP for their community book drive 

and over 900 books were donated  
¶ Support was received from a Barnes and Noble Bookstore in San Antonio 
¶ Our first Corporate Sponsor, Floor King, was established 
¶ Book Notes, our new newsletter, was published 
¶ Development of Women's Storybook Project website began  

 

 These reflect our progress, but where are we going?  It would be wonderful to begin the planning 
stages for the introduction of WSP to another facility in 2008.  Do you have a friend or neighbor who 
might be interested in volunteering with you?  Do you know a women's group or club that might 
want to learn about WSP?  If new volunteers join us, and current ones are able to record in Gates-
ville  two Saturdays during the scheduled dates, we just might be able to begin Women's Storybook 
Project at a fourth facility!  
                          Happy Fall, 

                          Judith      

Book  Notes        
September, 2007     Issue Number 2  

  

Our mission - to connect children with their  
incarcerated mothers through literature    
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Whatôs  
Happening?  

 
  ã  May 19 ï Final production meeting for the 
first edition of Book Notes distributed June 1  

 (Left to right) Pat Roberts, Newsletter Chair and writer; 
Judith Dullnig, Coordinator; Ron Stimson, Editor; and 

Angela Nunley, Newsletter Production Chair met to  
finalize the first printing of Book Notes.  

 

  ã  July 14 - ñNuts and Boltsò Luncheon Meet-
ing of Chairs and Leaders (see article below)   
       Upcoming Prison Visits   
   ƀ Sept. 8 at Woodman  
   ƀ Sept.15 at Lane Murray; Hilltop  
   ƀ October 13, at Woodman 
   ƀ Oct. 20 at Lane Murray; Hilltop  
   ƀ Nov. 10 at Woodman  
   ƀ Nov. 17 at Lane Murray; Hilltop  
        November 3 -4 ï Texas Book Festival 
        Coming Soon!  - Womenôs Storybook Pro-
ject of Texas Website (now under construction!) 
        In the Works ï Planning for the introduc-
tion of WSP at a Houston facility  

Making Connections  
 

A letter from a  
grateful grandmother  

 

ñNuts and Boltsò Meeting 
 On July 14, the ñNuts and Boltsò WSP team met for a luncheon meeting at Judith 
Dullnigôs home.  The ñNuts and Boltsò (as Judith affectionately named the leaders 
and chairs of WSP) in attendance were Paula Jameson, Nancy Wallace, Judy Fox, 
Liz Davis, Lynne Riley, Pat Roberts, Angela Nunley, and Kathy Brothers. 

 After lunch, a discussion of past, present, and upcoming events and happenings were discussed.   
Nancy Wallace shared about a recent presentation she and a Barnes and Nobles representative made 
to the Austinôs Womanôs Club, explaining the partnership that has recently formed between the 
bookstore and WSP.  Also, the new logo for WSP is in the process of being copyright protected. Fi-
nally, Kathy Brothers shared her recent experiences in a grant writing class and her hopes of using 
her new knowledge to help WSP.   

May 31, 2007 
Dear Ms. Dullnig: 
 What a treat to hear my daughters voice on the tape you 
were kind enough to send to us.  We were all amazed and 
cried tears of joy.  She has been locked up for 4 years and we 
only get to see her once a month for 2 hours.  This program is a 

God sent for her daughter, Kayla. 

 Kayla is age 11 and has been with us since she was 5 years 
old.  She wears hearing aids and struggles with speech.   She 
longs to have her Mom and Dad.  I am her Grand mother and 
she lives with me and my husband.  é  At this age, sheõs ask-
ing a lot of questions about her Mom and why she is not here.  
We are honest with her and do all we can to fill that empty 

place. 

 This tape and book will help fill that empty place.  She can 
now hear her Momõs voice any time she wants.  Her Mom use 
to read to her before she want to sleep ands now she listens to 
the tape and reads the book.  What a great idea and what a 
service to those that are locked up.  I know my daughter 
struggles to be up and put on a happy face for Kayla and the 
book helps her do that.  Thank you for being faithful to serve, 
you were able to do for us what we could never do.  God bless 

you and those in your program. 

 Faith, Hope and Love, 

  Doris  
 
P.S.  I feel that God is leading me to make a donation to this 
program so that others can experience the same joy we have. 

Great food + Great discussion + 
Great music = one fantastic 

Nuts and Bolts Meeting!  
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 Jayn Maiken  for organizing our data base 
and spending many hours ñunder the gunò mak-
ing this fabulous tool!  

 

 Jeri Saper  for introducing our Website pro-
ject to Chuck Adams. 
 

 Chuck Adams  of Capstone Works, Inc. 
for  setting up the WSP Website pro bono. 
 

 Lisa Cowan  of Cowan Site Services  for 
her pro bono service as webmaster. 
 

 Gloria Kelly  for volunteering to help with 
the Texas Book Festival. 
 

 Rennie Popp and Nancy Johnson  for co-
ordinating the Barnes and Nobles Book Drive. 

 

 Liz Davis  for becoming a co-team leader at 
Woodman State Jail. 

(Village - continued from page 1) 
 

on the hearty shoulders of Judith Dullnig, who 
keeps the many facets of WSP synchronized. 

 

 VOLUNTEER CHAIR:  This position is the 
caretaker of the volunteers.  From the moment a 
new volunteer expresses an interest until she is 
secure in her chosen role, the volunteer chair is 
there to help her along.  

 

 TEAM LEADERS:  These volunteers facili-
tate the prison visits at the facility to which they 
are assigned.  The commitment of these leaders 
offers consistency to the monthly prison visits.  

 

 SCHEDULING CHAIR:  A volunteer coor-
dinates prison visits and transportation.  She 
provides opportunities for volunteers to sign up 
to record mothers at the various prison facilities 
as well as securing car or van pools for the 
groups going to Gatesville two Saturdays a 
month.   

 

 RECORDERS:   Volunteers who assist in 
taping the mothers as they read to their children 
may go every month, every other month, or just 
once every six months; they are free to sign up 
as often as their schedules permit.   
 

 SUPPLIES CHAIR:  A volunteer stores 
some of the donated books, mailers, tapes, and 
recorders at her home and then distributes them 
as needed. (The remaining supplies are stored at 
individual prison facilities.)  

 

 NEWSLETTER CHAIR AND PRODUC-
TION CHAIR:  Volunteers donate time 
(writing, editing, and publishing) and materials 
to make Book Notes possible.  
 

 COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR:  Thanking 
our numerous supporters is the very important 
role performed in this volunteer position.  

 

 HISTORIAN:  This volunteer collects and 
organizes newspaper clippings, pictures, docu-
ments, etc. and assemble them into a scrapbook 
to keep a record of WSPôs growth and develop-
ment.  

 

 SPECIAL SERVICE:  Volunteers often con-
tribute to ñone timeò special events such as orga-
nizing book drives at churches, schools, 
womenôs organizations and businesses or help-
ing out at informational booths at the Texas 

Book Festival.  In the future, we hope to have 
volunteers who will coordinate fundraising in 
the community and organize book drives.  Other 
volunteers prefer to be less involved personally, 
choosing instead to help through monetary do-
nations or donations of needed supplies.  
 

      If you would like to join our village of WSP 
volunteers, read the article ñHow to Hug a Child; 
Volunteering for WSP of Texasò in this Book 
Notes issue to learn how.  Weôd love to see our 
population grow!  

 

Can you help?  
 

Contact  
Judith Dullnig  
(512) 560 -8739  

 

 Volunteers  to represent WSP at the non-
profit table during the Texas Book Festival Nov. 
3rd and 4th for 3 hour shifts  

 Scrapbook Keeper  - A volunteer willing to 
create a scrapbook of WSPôs history and activi-
ties 


